Place- Based Education in Stanton Twp.

Students are learning about the
scientific method while comparing
a hardwood forest (Stanton
Township Forest) to a wetland
ecosystem (Marsin Center).
Many community partners are
enriching their learning: MTU
Forestry students (FERM) and
the Keweenaw Land Trust.

4th grade - salamander counts
used as bio-indicators of
ecosystem health.

5th grade - bird counts to
determine which species live in
each plot or habitat.

8th grade - survey of two forest
ecosystems, identifying and
measuring tree species and
canopy cover.
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Team-building activities were
conducted with students in
grades 4, 5 and 8 on four Fridays
in the fall and included two nature
walks and a scavenger hunt that
investigated the concepts of
community and biomes. Students
participated in 3-person teams
(one student from each grade).

On-going historical research of
the community will help students
develop a sense of history and
place. Information on Oskar’'s
and Liminga’s history has been
gathered through interviews with
area residents, giving a picture of
past agricultural and industrial
activities. This will be included in
a display created each year for
the Marsin Center, so community |

members will see the importance
8] of the area, recognizing the
il project as a meaningful,

hands-on way for students to
learn.




. Plot studies, salamander boards, bird studies, tree identification
. GPS mapping and geo-caching

. Adopt-a-Beach (collecting, sorting, and counting trash)

. Hiking, snowshoeing, cross country skiing
. Discover new places

. Students mentoring students

. Interviewing elders

. Teacher professional development

. Learning about community, working with community partners
Student-led community presentations
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