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How Well Do You Know Your Place?
Try this quiz to find out if you are a community whiz! If you can answer all of these questions, you deserve a prize for awareness of your local environment and community. If you are not sure of some of the answers, check out the sources of information listed below each set of questions.

BUILDINGS
What building materials commonly used in your region are from local sources?

What color are the bricks and stone that are quarried in your region?

Sources of information: Local builders’ association, historian
ENERGY
What portion of your electricity is generated using nuclear power? Hydroelectricity? Fossil fuels? Wind? Solar?
Sources of information: Local utility or fuel supplier
FOOD
What is the growing season in your area?

Where did the food on your dinner plate last night come from? How far is this from where you live?

Where can you buy “locally grown” food?

Sources of information: Food coop, local grocer, Natural Resources Conservation Service office
COMMUNITY
What are some important local issues where you live?

Name the decision-making body in your community?

List one or more contributions to the “common good of your community” made by a local person?

Can you name an organization in your community that helps those in need by providing food, comfort, transportation, or companionship?
Sources of information: Local city/town offices, newspaper, phone book
WASTE
Where does your garbage go?

What materials can be recycled in your community?

Where does hazardous waste in your community go?

Sources of information: Municipal public works offices, Department of Natural Resources offices.
PLANTS & WILDLIFE
Can you name 25 species of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, trees, and flowers in your area?

Which birds stay in your area year-round?

Sources of information: Department of Natural Resources offices, local Audubon chapter, sportsmens’ clubs, books
LOCAL HISTORY
Which Native American tribe lived in your area prior to Europeans?

When did Europeans first come to the area and why?

Why was your town or city established? Why was the location important?

What was on the land where you now live a hundred years ago?

Sources of information: Public libraries, native people, older residents, historical museum or archives
WATER
Name the watershed in which you live.
When you turn on the faucet at your house, where does the water come from---lake, river, groundwater?

When you flush the toilet, where does the water go?

Sources of information: Conservation district or Natural Resources Conservation Service office, Municipal public works offices, EPA Surf Your Watershed website http://www.epa.gov/surf/
POLLUTION & THE ENVIRONMENT
What are sources of pollution in your community?

What organizations in your area are working to protect and enhance the environment?

What local, state and federal agencies regulate pollution of air, water and land in your community?

Sources of information: Department of Natural Resources offices, phone book, public library, internet
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