LSSI Participants receive Michigan Alliance for Environmental & Outdoor Education Awards

Three Lake Superior Stewardship Initiative participants received one of the fifteen awards bestowed this year statewide by the Michigan Alliance for Environmental & Outdoor Education, The Michigan Alliance for Environmental & Outdoor Education (MAEOE) serves as the statewide network and advocate for professionals who are educating Michigan students and citizens towards environmental literacy, stewardship, and outdoor education. 

Recognition Award
Awarded to TWO individuals who:

-have made significant contributions to the fields of environmental and outdoor education in a specialized area (i.e., journalism, photography, curriculum development, interpretation, the arts, etc.)

1. Darrell Hendrickson, 7th Grade Science Teacher, Washington Middle School, Calumet
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Since 2004, Darrell Hendrickson has shared his passion for the outdoors with his 7th grade students and their families via the Calumet School District’s school forest.  Darrell is the lead teacher of Washington Middle School’s year-long interdisciplinary Lake Superior Stewardship Initiative (LSSI) project where all 7th graders conduct forest measurements to develop a forest management plan, participate in an Adopt-a-Beach clean-up twice a year and raise community awareness via a special projects class, and publish their journal reflections about their outdoor learning activities. In addition, Darrell teaches outdoor summer classes through the Great Explorations Program.  Darrell shares his knowledge with other teachers by presenting at professional development workshops and conferences.
2. Brian Rajdl, Math/Science Teacher, Hancock High School 
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Brian Rajdl is passionate about teaching everyone about the outdoors---students, teachers, community, and his children! Brian is a classroom science/math teacher and has served as Director of Education for the Isle Royale Institute since 2003.  As part of the Lake Superior Stewardship Initiative, Brian has established a new, interdisciplinary, two-hour, 2-credit course, titled, “Partnership for Environment and Academics in the Keweenaw” (PEAK), working together with the high school English teacher. Brian coordinates school-wide initiatives and Earth Week programs on global climate change, waste reduction & recycling, and developing their school forest. In the summers, Brian conducts a variety of teacher institutes and youth programs on Isle Royale and elsewhere.

Volunteer Service Award
Awarded to a maximum of FIVE individuals who:

-volunteer their time and skills for more than one year to a Michigan school, college, outdoor education center, nature center, zoo, etc.

-work toward the goals of environmental and outdoor education with enthusiasm.

Mark Sherman, Forester, Plum Creek Timber 
Mark Sherman, a forester and resource supervisor with Plum Creek Timber in the Upper Peninsula, has initiated and led numerous environmental education activities to engage K-16 students and teachers in learning about the forests of the Great Lakes region over the past 25 years.  Through classroom and in-field presentations, Mark and his staff of foresters provide students who may become future natural resource managers with an overview of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative through an industrial forestry perspective, and promotes the value of public-private partnerships to protect natural resources and manage forests.   Mark and his team have been heavily involved in Plum Creek’s tree replanting effort by annually planting thousands of seedlings in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula to promote forest regeneration.  Mark has chaired the Advisory Board of the Lake Superior Stewardship Initiative (LSSI) since its creation in 2008. The Advisory Board is comprised of community organizations and agencies, classroom teachers, school administrators, who guide the implementation and grant-making of the Lake Superior Stewardship Initiative.
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